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A NOTE FROM THE EDITORS  
 In honor of the 100th anniversary of the First World 
War, we are pleased to present the work of one of our very 
own ACHS members, Valerie J. Young. The World War One 
Gold Star Soldiers From Adams County focuses on the 53 men 
listed on the Adams County Courthouse tablet who perished 
during the Great War. In her article, Young presents bio-
graphical and genealogical information on each of the fallen 
soldiers, with exhaustive research on the families they left 
behind. Supplementing the article are photographs of many 
of the soldiers, several of which have never appeared in print 
before.  
 One Adams County veteran of the Great War remem-
bered, “At times when one gazed on the scenes of desolation and car-
nage, and realized that on the other side of the line there was similar 
destruction, questions like these would arise: ‘Is war ever justified? Can 
a principle of right or wrong be decided by the killing of men?’” In 
many cases, the Adams Countians who went off to war were no more 
than boys, some as young as 18 or 19. Those who survived grappled 
with questions like these for the rest of their lives, and many did not 
live to tell their stories.   
 We hope you enjoy this year’s journal, and we look forward to 
future submissions for our upcoming 2019 and 2020 publications. 
 Timothy H. Smith and Andrew I. Dalton, Editors. 
 
Cover photograph: The grave of  Joseph A. Williams at the Meuse-
Argonne American Cemetery and Memorial in France (Valerie J. Young, 
May 2007).  
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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE  
 The Adams County Historical Society is committed to 
the preservation of the social, political, and religious history 
of the county and to the promotion of the study of history. 
Expressing its commitment, the society maintains a valuable 
library of publications and manuscript material which in-
cludes estate papers, deed books, land surveys, and newspa-
pers. In addition, it publishes important historical studies on 
Adams County, a newsletter, and a journal.  
 The editorial board of Adams County History encour-
ages and invites the submission of essays and notices reflect-
ing the rich history of Adams County. Generally, authors 
should follow the latest edition of the Chicago Manual of 
Style . They should submit the typescript in both hard -copy 
and electronic format, using a commonly employed word -
processing system. The manuscript should be typed and dou-
ble-spaced including endnotes and block quotations. Please 
use Times Roman font, 12-point type, with one-inch margins. 
Number pages consecutively, using Arabic numerals in the 
upper right-hand corner of the page. Please carefully proof-
read your text several times before submitting, and pay spe-
cial attention to quotations.  
 A small publication with a limited budget, Adams Coun-
ty History must normally limit the number of illustrations to 
no more than seven or eight per article. Please indicate 
where each illustration is to go, both within the text and on a 
note attached to the picture caption. Image caption -l ists 
should be compiled and submitted separately from the arti-
cle. Please double-space and include both descriptive text  




and credit lines. Be sure to note where each illustration 
comes from; for example, “Courtesy of the Pennsylvania His-
torical and Manuscript Commission.”  
 Submissions and inquiries should be addressed to:  
Adams County History  
Adams County Historical Society  
P.O. Box 4325 
Gettysburg, PA 17325  
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